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So let me say this.  I absolutely love our Presiding Bishop.  The Most 

Rev. Michael Curry, not only talks the talk, but walks the walk and he is an 
amazing example of what it means to be a member of the Jesus movement 
in the 21st century.  I say this as a priest in his flock, but also as his sister 
in christ and I am in awe of how he lives publically into the promises of his 
baptism, ordination and consecration with vision and courage and 
perseverance. That being said I want to draw your attention to the fact that 
he has been very much in the public eye this week - beyond the eye of The 
Episcopal Church, because after preaching at the very public royal wedding 
of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex, he also took part in leading the 
“Reclaiming Jesus” candle light march on the White House on Thursday 
evening.  

Let's think about this- the person who is the head of our denomination 
stood in the international spotlight was able to speak about the love of God, 
the redemption of Jesus, and the grace of the Holy Spirit also walked in 
darkness to hold our nation accountable for our actions in the name of the 
Holy Trinity.   While I’m not privy to the midnight prayers of Bishop Curry, I 
imagine that in private he has his own doubts, questions and concerns 
about the nature of the world, that come out in the still of the night- and I 
imagine he like we might tend to be a different person in the light of day 
than I am in the middle of the night.  

Does that sound like anyone you know from scripture?  Maybe this is 
like Nicodemus a pharisee who was a leader of Israel, who comes and 
speaks to Jesus in the dark of night to ask - we know you are of God, but 
how is this possible.  Maybe this is like Nicodemus who said one thing 
when he was teaching about the law and the prophets, and perhaps 
believed in this Jesus fellow, in the privacy of his own home.  
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Maybe this is like Nicodemus who while he didn’t believe in the literal 
interpretation of the Torah like the sadducees, still questioned Jesus like a 
literalist when he said that the only person who was re-born could 
understand what he was teaching.  

We see Nicodemus again in scripture when the sanhedrin wants to 
bring Jesus up on charges, and when his body needs to be prepared for 
burial after the crucifixion, and it seems based on these later interaction 
that something shifts after this conversation, that Nicodemus becomes a 
follower of Jesus, and becomes more and more comfortable saying so in 
the brightness of day.  

Is this anything like your journey as a Christian?  It is a bit like mine… 
there was a time when I wasn’t comfortable saying that I was a Christian in 
public.  There was a time when I denied Christ, there was a time when I 
was downright hostile to organized religion.  I thought that church was just 
a bunch of folks who talked the talk, but didn’t love their neighbor, didn’t 
care for the poor, or the oppressed, or the marginalized.  

I know many people who have shared that experience with me- they 
have been disappointed by the church in which the preacher says on 
Sunday love your neighbor, and they see anything but love emanating from 
the pews. For those folks and we all know one or two of them who say, 
“How can you be a Christian?  After the Crusades and the Inquisition, after 
Slavery and Colonization, all of the awful destructive things done in the 
name of a Jesus, a man who claims that the answer is to Love one 
another, how can you be Christian?”  

I don’t have an answer that justifies all that has been done that is 
damaging in the name of Jesus, but that even when I was at my most 
outspoken agnosticism and I was saying the same thing publicly- privately 
in the darkness, in the quiet stillness of the night, in the moments when I 
was alone I always knew that I was loved by a being greater than myself, a 
being that understood me, and a being that inspired me and I understand 
that being to be the Holy Trinity.  

I understand that being to be the source of life and redemption and 
inspiration and the foundation of the Church, which at its best reflects the 
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nature of the Trinity as the creator, redeemer and sustainer of all life.  If we 
remember that in genesis we learn that humankind is made in the image of 
God, and we know that Jesus died for all our sins, and we recognize that in 
the Holy Spirit we are given an advocate who walks beside us always 
guiding our feet on the Way then we can reflect the love of God, the 
forgiveness of Jesus, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in all that we 
undertake.  That is the nature of the Church, that is the nature of what it 
means to be baptized, that is what it means to be born again in the Spirit.  

What it means is that Christians who live a right life,  know who we 
are, and we know who’s we are, and Christians know that if we are truly 
following the Spirit then we will not harm our neighbors, we will not harm 
ourselves, and we will not harm creation.  We also know that when we are 
lead into temptations of the flesh, when we pursue earthly power and 
wealth when we put our own desires above the needs of others, then we 
are debtors, to the flesh and we do not live into our profession of 
resurrection, because we are indebted to our bodily desires rather than our 
relationship to our siblings in Christ, our joint heirs to the inheritance of 
Christ Jesus, which is eternal life.  

I stand here today inspired by the highest elected official in the 
Episcopal Church, Bishop Curry, who leads the way for us to speak about 
the eternal life that we have been offered through the love of God, the 
example of Jesus and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  The Eternal God, 
who created, loves and sustains us now and always has not created a 
Church that was meant to be destructive.  The Church was meant to be 
what Jesus describes to Nicodemus that night.  The Church is meant to be 
the vehicle, the instrument, through which the World would come to know 
Jesus Christ as the second person in the Trinity.  The Church has failed to 
live into this identity, because we have failed to live into this identity.  We 
have sinned. We have sinned in the darkness of night and in the light of 
day we have not recognized our siblings in baptism, we have not 
recognized when the will of God was overshadowed by the desire for 
power and wealth.  We have not recognized our own fault in action, word 
and thought.  
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So what we are being called to do is to acknowledge those things that 
we have not recognized… to remember that our needs are not paramount, 
to remember that the needs of our neighbor are equal to our own needs 
and that God loves each of us equally, as reflection of God’s love for us we 
are made to love one another, which means that we are created to love all 
of our neighbors both those people we know and those people who we do 
not yet know. 

It is hard for us to name this, it is hard for us to claim this as part of 
our identity.  Yes we are part of an organization that has made mistakes 
but we are also part of an organization that believes in redemption, that 
believes in reformation, and that believes in resurrection.  We are not 
subject to death as the final act.  As we have seen this week, we are called 
to be able to be authentically who we are in the brightness of day as well as 
in the darkness of night because God is with us in ever instant and all we 
are called to do is reflect the love of God to the world.  That’s not so hard is 
it? If Michael Curry can do it with literally billions of people watching him, 
then I can probably do it when no one is watching, do you want to do it with 
me?  Because that is what it means to be the Church.  

 
Amen  


