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Year A: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
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WELCOME
All are welcome at Grace & Holy Trinity (GHTC). If you are new to

GHTC, please fill out the “Connect” card in the pew back in front of you,
and do investigate the “Visitors” page on our website at ghtc.org/visitors.

Words in BOLD in the Bulletin we say or sing together.

You are welcome to sign up for the weekly eNews at ghtc.org/news.
Watch a live-stream of the 10:30 a.m. service on our website at ghtc.org where

you will find our YouTube Channel for watching anytime.

For information about free parking in the VCU West Main Parking Deck, please see
the back inside cover.

A friendly reminder to silence your mobile phones before the service.

WELCOME The Rev. Robert G. Hetherington

OPENING ACCLAMATION Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 61

Officiant: I will bless the Lord, who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth
me, night after night. I have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7,8
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HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
All sing. The Hymnal 1982 #686
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CONFESSION OF SIN BCP p. 61

Officiant: Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God,
let us stand in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts
confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his
infinite goodness and mercy.

All: Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires
of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things

which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things

which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live

a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life,
and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.
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THE INVITATORY BCP p. 63

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
All: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *
world without end. Amen.

O GRACIOUS LIGHT Phos hilaron

All: O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy
voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

A LITANY FOR BLESSING BACKPACKS (Wendy Claire Barrie)

Officiant: Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop
them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs.”

Children are invited to come forward for the Blessing of the Backpacks

Officiant: For schools and classrooms and for the teachers and students
who fill them each day,

All: God of Wisdom, We give you thanks.

Officiant: For this new beginning, for new books and new ideas,
All: God of Wisdom, We give you thanks.
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Officiant: For sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages
waiting to be filled,

All: God of Wisdom, We give you thanks.

Officiant: For the gift of making mistakes and trying again,
All: God of Wisdom, We give you thanks.

Officiant: Help us to remember that asking the right questions is often as
important as giving the right answers.

All: God of Wisdom, Hear our prayer.

Officiant: For education equity in this country and around the world, that
all children everywhere might have what they need to learn and
grow,

All: God of Justice, Hear our prayer.

Officiant: God, our teacher, we ask you to bless these your children with
curiosity, understanding and respect. May their backpacks be a
sign to them that they have everything they need to learn and
grow this year in school and in Sunday School. May they be
guided by your love. We also ask your blessing upon these
donations of school supplies for the children of Anna Julia
Cooper School, that they may help them learn and grow in
your Holy Name. All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a
child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you, and
as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us.

All: Amen.
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FIRST LESSON Isaiah 51:1-6 (NRSV)

Lector: A lesson from the Prophet Jeremiah.

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the
Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the
quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I
called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the
Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from
me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near
my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms
will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my
arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at
the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the
earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will
die like gnats; but my salvation will be for ever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.

Lector: Here endeth the lesson.
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PSALM 138 BCP p. 793
Read responsively by whole verse. Confitebor tibi

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, * because of your love and
faithfulness;

3 For you have glorified your Name * and your word above all
things.

4 When I called, you answered me; * you increased my
strength within me.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
that great is the glory of the Lord.

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from afar.

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my
enemies; your right hand shall save me.

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the
works of your hands.
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GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 16: 13-20 (NRSV)

Lector: A lesson from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew..

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

Lector: Here endeth the lesson.

HOMILY The Rev. Robert G. Hetherington

THE APOSTLES’ CREED BCP p. 66

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father almighty.
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From thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 67

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
All: And with thy spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES A BCP p. 67

Officiant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
All: And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant: Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
All: And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
All: For only in thee can we live in safety.

Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
All: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Officiant: Let thy way be known upon earth;
All: Thy saving health among all nations.

Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
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All: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
All: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP p. 181
Presider: Grant, we beseech thee, merciful God, that thy Church,

being gathered together in unity by thy Holy Spirit, may
manifest thy power among all peoples, to the glory of thy
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, world
without end.

All: Amen.

A COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS BCP p. 69

Officiant: O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of
the glorious resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this
day such blessing through our worship of thee, that the days to
come may be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord.

All: Amen.

A COLLECT FOR MISSION BCP p. 69

Officiant: O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore:
Let the whole earth also worship thee, all nations obey thee,
all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women every-
where love thee and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

All: Amen.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING BCP p. 71

All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
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to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM BCP p. 72

Officiant: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one
accord to make our common supplication unto thee; and hast
promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three
are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy
servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world
knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting.

All: Amen.

THE DISMISSAL BCP p. 72

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN “Amazing Grace”
The Hymnal 1982 #671

THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE BCP p. 73

Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for
ever and ever. Ephesians 3:20-21

All: Amen.
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COVID UPDATES

As the COVID reports continue to change from week to week, we will keep
our website up to date with the most recent requirements and
recommendations.. Please visit us at ghtc.org/covid-update before coming to
church, or you may call the church office during our operating hours for the
latest updates. Thank you!

RELEASE INFORMATION

Photographs and video of our services help keep our community connected
during COVID and give visitors an idea of what to expect attending our
church. If you do not want to be photographed or appear in our live and
recorded services, please let an usher know so that you can be seated in an
area that is not visible on camera.

All music and words are printed with permission  
CCLI copyright license # 2473646.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained

from One License with license # A-701571. All rights reserved.
Today's service is Evening, Rite I, which begins on page 61 of the Episcopal Church's Book of Common

Prayer (BCP).
Today’s Scripture readings are appointed by the Revised Common Lectionary and are excerpted from

the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings © 2005.

Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.
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Parish Prayer List of Grace & Holy Trinity Church
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost - August 27, 2023

We pray for Caitlin Bomar and family, Annie Campbell, Wendy 
Funk, Jaxon Griffin, Tina Halsted, Cathy Ireland, Annmarie Illicete, 
Duane Nettles, Candy Osdene, Stefan, Michelle, Olivia, Mason, Ray 
Slabaugh, Carolyn & Andy Stone, Monty Thomson and the victims 
and families of the Maui wildfires. 
For those who desire to be parents and for those expecting a child.
For all the blessings of this life.
For those who have died, especially.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Hong Kong Sheng Kung 
Hui.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Sunday School teachers 
and Youth leaders.
For our outreach ministries and partners, Red Door Ministry 
serving those who are food insecure; Circles RVA and those working 
towards financial stability; the people of Belize; the staff and families 
of St. Andrew’s School. 
For racial reconciliation and healing, and peace in the world.
For the United States of America, the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
the City of Richmond and surrounding counties, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
For those serving overseas in the military or diplomatic service.

Names may only be added to the Prayer List with the explicit consent of the recipient. All 
names in italics were added to the prayer list this past week.

In order to keep the Prayer List current and to facilitate the intentionality and 
mindfulness with which we pray, we print names on the Prayer List for three months or 
less. If you would like for someone to remain on the list for more (or less) time, please call 
the office at 804-359-5628 or email Lauren Frazier at lfrazier@ghtc.org.



8 N. Laurel Street, Monroe Park, Richmond, VA 23220
(804) 359-5628

ghtc.org

The Rev. Paul Evans, Associate Rector for Formation & Communications
Stanley M. Baker, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist
Roland Boone, Sexton
Judy F. Bowman, Financial Secretary & Administrative Assistant
Tyler Brady, Communications Associate
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist
Lauren Frazier, Executive Assistant to the Clergy
Kate Given, Children and Young Families Minister

David Lewis (Senior Warden), Meredith McGuire (Junior Warden),
Mary Ann Blankenship, Chuck Bleick, Jane Carlson,

Judy Carlson, Maurice Cole, Brad Davenport,
Mike Hale, Terry Hathaway, Clay Hilbert,

Dan McNamara, Mason New, and Fielding Williams

ChurCh Staff
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