
 

 

 

The Presentation of Our Lord 

February 2, 2025 | 10:30 a.m. 
 

 



 

Welcome 
Welcome to Grace & Holy Trinity. Ever aspiring to be more like Christ, we strive to be a warm 

and welcoming Episcopal parish, ever mindful of the needs of others, and inclusive to all, including the 
LGBTQIA+ community. We hope you will find a community here with us, whether you are a college 
student, Richmond newcomer, out-of-towner, or a long-time resident looking for a new church home. If 
you are visiting, please fill out the Connect Card in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate during 
the service. Sign up for the Weekly News with the Connect Card or at ghtc.org/news. Children & Youth 
Sunday School is located on the second floor and grouped into classrooms for each Pre-K - 1st grade,  
2nd - 4th grade, 5th - 8th grade. A wonderful nursery staff is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. should 
you wish to drop off your young children (up to age 3) during worship. If young children get restless, it is 
OK to stay in church and you are welcome to use our library, too. Changing tables are located in the 
family restroom in the choir room. A greeter can direct you. Information about Complimentary Sunday 
Parking can be found on the back of this bulletin or either of the two Connect Tables.  

The Word of God 

The Prelude marks the beginning of our worship and is intended as a time of reflection.  

Prelude    “No. 6” Twelve Short Pieces | Samuel Wesley 

Stanley M. Baker, Organist 

Processional Hymn “Thy Strong Word” 
All stand as you are able and sing. The Hymnal 1982 #381 
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Words: Martin H. Franzman (1907-1976) 
Music: Ton-y-Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944) 

Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer p. 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity Book of Common Prayer p. 355 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are  
   hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
   may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
   Amen. 
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Gloria     “Glory to God” 
All sing.     The Hymnal 1982 S 278 
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Setting: William Mathias (b. 1934) 

The Collect of the Day Book of Common Prayer p. 215 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

   Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day  
   presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus  
   Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
   Amen. 

First Reading  Malachi 3:1-4 

Lector  A reading from the Book of Malachi. 

   Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the  
   Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in  
   whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of 
   his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

   For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
   he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present  
   offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
   to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Paraphrase of Psalm 84 “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” 
All stand as you are able and sing. The Hymnal 1982 #517 

 

Words: Para. of Psalm 84; sts. 1-2, The Psalms of David in Meter, 1650; sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) 
Music: Brother James’ Air, J. L. Macbeth Bain (1840?-1925) 
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Second Reading  Hebrews 2:14-18 

Lector  A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

   Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did 
not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn  “Lord God, You Now Have Set Your Servant Free” 
Please stand as you are able and sing. The Hymnal 1982 #499 

 
(continues on next page)  
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Words: Rae E. Whitney (b. 1927); para. of The Song of Simeon 
Music: Song 1, melody and bass Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625); harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

The Gospel   Luke 2:22-40 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying, 

 "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
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many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night 
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon   The Rev. Steve Pace 

The Nicene Creed        Book of Common Prayer p. 358 

All   We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
    he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
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   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
      in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People Form II | Book of Common Prayer p. 385 

Celebrant After each bidding, you may offer your own prayers, silently or aloud.  

Lector  We ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s) Mark, Gayle, and 
Bud; for our clergy Brent, Jon, and Steve; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. Silence  

   We ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. Silence  

   We ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray 
for those in any need or trouble. Silence  

   We ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may 
find and be found by him. Silence 

   We ask your prayers for the departed, pray for those who have died. Silence 

   Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may 
have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. Silence 

Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Silence may be kept. Please remain standing as you are able. 

The Confession of Sin & Absolution Book of Common Prayer p. 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All    Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  
   Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
   eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace   Book of Common Prayer p. 360 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All   And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 
The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence Book of Common Prayer p. 376 
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
   sacrifice to God.  – Ephesians 5:2 

To donate or pay your pledge, scan the QR code or visit ghtc.org/give. 
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Offertory Anthem “Song of Simeon” 
Parish Choir    Richard Shepherd 

Lord, set your servant free, fulfill your ancient vow, 
And peaceful let the parting be which seals that promise now. 

Lumen ad revelationem gentium illumina tenebras nostras Domine. 
From here the child of light, the world’s salvation lies, 
And on the nations lost in night I see his dawn arise. 

Lumen ad revelationem gentium illumina tenebras nostras Domine. 
A radiance unconfined to change of time or lace, 

He is the hope of human kind, the glory of our race. 
Lumen ad revelationem gentium illumina tenebras nostras Domine. Amen, Amen. 

Doxology    The Hymnal 1982 #380 (v. 3) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:   

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer C Book of Common Prayer p. 369 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
All   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

All   By your will they were created and have their being. 

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 

All   Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

All   By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus & Benedictus The Hymnal 1982 S 128 

 
Setting: William Mathias (b. 1934) 

You may remain standing or kneeling as you prefer. 

Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water  
   and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be  
   the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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   On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave  
   it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for  
   the remembrance of me.” 

   After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This  
   is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness  
   of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Celebrant Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
All   We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Celebrant Lord God of our Mothers and Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit 
in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

All   Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to   
   whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from   
   generation to generation.  
All   Amen. 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, (in the language of your heart.) 

The Lord’s Prayer  Book of Common Prayer p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
 santificado sea tu Nombre,  
 venga tu reino,  
 hágase tu voluntad,  
  en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
 como también nosotros perdonamos  
 a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación  
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino,  
 tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,  
 ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  Book of Common Prayer p. 364 
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Fraction Anthem “Christ our Passover” 
All sing.     The Hymnal 1982 S 154 

 
Setting: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died  
   for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Instructions for 10:30 a.m. Services 
Communion from the Common Cup is available from the Main Altar only. Communion by intinction is available at the lectern 
station and for those who are seated in the pews. If you prefer to receive the sacrament while seated in the congregation, please 
raise your bulletin and the Eucharistic Ministers will bring the sacrament to you. For a gluten-free wafer, please bring a blue 
gluten-free card from the pew rack to the altar rail. If you do not wish to receive Communion, you may come forward for a blessing. 

● Communicants will drink from the Chalice at the Altar in the church. Alternatively, communicants who receive the 
Bread may refrain from drinking from the Chalice; those who refrain from drinking from the Chalice are encouraged to 
cross their arms and to say “Amen” when the Chalice is offered. The full grace of the sacrament is communicated 
through the Bread. 

● Intinction will be offered only at the base of the chancel steps beneath the lectern. The Priest will intinct the Bread  
into the Common Cup, while the Chalice Bearer assists them. We will use a larger size wafer to facilitate intinction. After 
receiving, exit to the left to make your way back to your pew. The same intinction method will be observed  
in the pews.  

 
Communion Hymn 1 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” | The Hymnal 1982 #490 

Communion Hymn 2 “Shepherd of Souls” | The Hymnal 1982 #343 
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Post-Communion Prayer Book of Common Prayer  p. 365 
Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
All   Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
   your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
   Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
   strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
   through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Celebrant The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the  
   knowledge and love of God, of and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of  
   God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with  
   you always. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads” 
Please stand as you are able and sing. The Hymnal 1982 #436 
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Words: Georg Weissel (1590-1635); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 
Music: Truro, melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt. 

The Dismissal  Book of Common Prayer p. 339 & Henri-Frédéric Amiel 

Celebrant Friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel  
   with us so be swift to love, make haste to be kind and go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God.  

Postlude    “Trumpet Voluntary” | John Stanley 

Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Organist  

16 
 



 
 

Flowers at the Altar 
The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God. 

If you would like to remember or honor a loved one by giving the altar flowers, please scan the QR Code, visit 
ghtc.org/flowers, or call the Parish Office at (804) 359-5628 and a staff member will help you fill out the form. Altar 
flowers can be given in memory of, for recognition, birthdays, anniversaries, or special occasions. The cost 
is $100, and there is an optional fee of $10 to help us offset processing fees and the cost of flowers. You 
may mail a check or handle the cost online at ghtc.org/give. 

Today’s Worship Participants 
The Rev. Brent Melton, Celebrant 

The Rev. Steve Pace, Preacher & Deacon 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist 

Stanley M. Baker, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist 
Guy Eubanks, Coco Eubanks, Adelaide Williams, Sidney Hetherington & Mary Hetherington, Acolytes 

Barbara Davenport, Kay Gray, Cary Lee Henderson & Jean Jumet, Altar Guild 
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The Season of Epiphany 
The Epiphany season is seen as a continuation of the Christmas season, and the length depends on the 
Easter date. In many Protestant denominations, the Epiphany season begins on January 6, and continues 
until the day before Ash Wednesday (which begins Lent). The three main events during this season are 
the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, Jesus's miracle at the marriage at Cana. The gospel readings 
describe such events in order to manifest the divinity of Jesus and His teachings. The liturgy stops 
looking back to Christmas and begins looking forward towards the Passion (Easter). Our liturgical color 
for this season is green. From our Church of England roots the Epiphany season is seen as an Ordinary 
Time and so green is the preferred color. This is a time to live out our Christian faith with the meaning 
of Christ’s resurrection in our ordinary life. 

Copyright 
All music and words are printed with permission. CCLI copyright license # 2473646. Permission to podcast stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License with license # A-701571. All rights reserved. Today’s scripture readings are appointed by the Revised 
Common Lectionary and are excerpted from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition (NRSVUE). Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings ©2005. Consultation on Common 
Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

18 
 



Complimentary Sunday Parking Instructions at 
VCU W. Main Street Parking Deck 

Validation Number: WM-1374 
Expiration date: 06/30/2025 
QR code only valid on Sundays. 

1. Enter the parking deck from N. Laurel Street or N. Cherry Street.

2. At the parking gate arm, press the button to receive a ticket.

3. Park in any available space in the deck.

4. After visiting Grace & Holy Trinity, exit the parking deck in your vehicle and scan your parking ticket into the machine at
the parking gate arm.

5. When the machine asks for payment, hold the QR code to the scanner.

6. The machine will scan the code, accept it as payment, and the parking gate arm will raise in order for you to exit.

*If you need assistance, press the “i” button at the gate and someone will assist remotely.

GHTC Staff: Name, Title 

The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Jon Scarffe, Interim Assistant Priest 
The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon 
The Rev. Russ Kerr, Campus Minister 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist 
Stanley M. Baker, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist 
Abigail Stinnett, Children’s Choir Director 
Roland Boone, Sexton 
Tyler Brady, Communications Associate 
Lauren Frazier, Parish Administrator 
Barbara Hobson-Simpson, Receptionist 
Kathy Schultheis, Financial Administrator 

Ministry Focus 

Admin. | Liturgy | Formation 
Pastoral Care 
Outreach | Pastoral Care 
Pace Center Student Engagement Coordinator 
Music | Choir | Liturgy 
Youth Instrumental Ensemble | Choir 
Children’s Choir 
Property 
Communications | Social Media | Printing 
Property Admin. | Pastoral & Clergy Support 
Doors | Phones | Welcome 
Admin. | Expenses | Pledges 

Phone Ext. 

Ext. 17 
Ext. 16 
Ext. 12 

Ext. 18 
Ext. 21 

Ext. 23 
Ext. 25 
Ext. 23 
Ext. 10 
Ext. 14 

We ask that you please take this bulletin with you and recycle it when you are finished. 

Grace & Holy Trinity Church 
8  N. Laurel Street, Monroe Park • Richmond, VA 23220 

(804) 359-5628
ghtc.org

 


