
 

 

 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter (Year C) 
The Sunday after Ascension Day 

Holy Eucharist, Rite One 
June 1, 2025 | 8:00 a.m. 

Welcome 
Welcome to Grace & Holy Trinity. Ever aspiring to be more like Christ, we strive to be a warm 

and welcoming Episcopal parish, ever mindful of the needs of others, and inclusive to all, including the 
LGBTQIA+ community. We hope you will find a community here with us, whether you are a college 
student, Richmond newcomer, out-of-towner, or a long-time resident looking for a new church home. If 
you are visiting, please fill out the Connect Card from the Connect Table and place it in the offering 
plate during the service. Children & Youth Sunday School is located on the second floor. A wonderful 
nursery staff is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. should you wish to drop off your young children (up 
to age 3) during worship. If young children get restless, it is OK to stay in church and you are also welcome 
to use our library. Changing tables are located in the family restroom in the choir room. A greeter can 
direct you. Information about complimentary Sunday parking can be found on the back of this bulletin.

 



The Word of God 
The beginning of our worship is intended as a reflection.  

Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer p. 323 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Collect for Purity Book of Common Prayer p. 323 

Celebrant Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid:  

All   Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Song of Praise  “Glory be to God on high” | Book of Common Prayer p. 324–325 

All   Glory be to God on high, 
    and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
    we worship thee, 
    we glorify thee, 
    we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
    that takest away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
    receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
    have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
    with the Holy Ghost, 
    art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day Book of Common Prayer p. 175 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All   And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto 
thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine Holy 
Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior Christ is gone before; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

First Reading  Acts 16:16–34 

Lector  A reading from the Book of Acts. 

With Paul and Silas, we came to Philippi in Macedonia, a Roman colony, and, as we were 
going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she 
would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and 
said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came 
out that very hour. 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought 
them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The 
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they 
threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's 
chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The 
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he 
brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." They spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took 
them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 
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He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 97    Book of Common Prayer p. 726 
Read responsively by whole verse. Dominus regnavit 

Lector 1 The LORD is King; 
 let the earth rejoice; * 
 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

All  2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
 righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 

3 A fire goes before him * 
 and burns up his enemies on every side. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
 the earth sees it and is afraid. 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, * 
 at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
 and all the peoples see his glory. 

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 
 and delight in false gods! * 
 Bow down before him, all you gods. 

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
 because of your judgments, O LORD. 

9 For you are the LORD, 
 most high over all the earth; * 
 you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; * 
 he preserves the lives of his saints 
 and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
 and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 

12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, * 
 and give thanks to his holy Name. 
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Second Reading  Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

Lector  A reading from the Book of Revelation. 

At the end of the visions I, John, heard these words: 
"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone's work. I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life 
and may enter the city by the gates. 
"It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." 
And let everyone who hears say, "Come." 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel   John 17:20–26 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, and then he said. "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also 
on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where 
I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 

"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 
have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon   The Rev. Brent A. Melton 
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The Nicene Creed Book of Common Prayer p. 326 

Celebrant In 325, 1,700 years ago, 300 bishops from around the world gathered in Nicaea (modern day 
Turkey). They debated and defined the three parts of the Trinity. Thus, a statement of faith was 
created. Let us stand, and affirm our common faith in these words of the Nicene Creed. 

Prayers of the People Book of Common Prayer p. 328 

Parish Prayer List 

The Peace   Book of Common Prayer p. 332 

Welcome & Announcements 
The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence Book of Common Prayer p. 376 
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
   sacrifice to God.  – Ephesians 5:2 

To donate or pay your pledge, scan the QR code or visit ghtc.org/give. 

In receiving the offertory plates we say… 

All   All things come of thee O Lord and of thine own have we given thee. – 1 Chronicles 29:14 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II Book of Common Prayer p. 340 

The Lord’s Prayer Book of Common Prayer p. 336 

The Breaking of the Bread Book of Common Prayer p. 337 

Communion Instructions for 8:00 a.m. Services 
Communicants will drink from the Chalice at the Altar in the church. Alternatively, communicants who receive 
the Bread may refrain from drinking from the Chalice; those who refrain from drinking from the Chalice are 
encouraged to cross their arms and to say “Amen” when the Chalice is offered by the Chalice Bearer: their 
“Amen” is their verbal acknowledgment of the grace of the sacrament. The full grace of the sacrament is 
communicated through the Bread. 

Post-Communion Prayer Book of Common Prayer p. 339 
Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  
All   Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
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the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Blessing 

All   The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the  
   knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of  
   God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain  
   with you always. Amen. 

The Dismissal  Book of Common Prayer p. 339 & Henri-Frédéric Amiel 

Celebrant Friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel  
   with us so be swift to love, make haste to be kind and go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
   Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Flowers at the Altar 
The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God. 

If you would like to remember or honor a loved one by giving the altar flowers, please scan the QR Code, visit 
ghtc.org/flowers, or call the Parish Office at (804) 359-5628 and a staff member will help you fill out the form. Altar 
flowers can be given in memory of, for recognition, birthdays, anniversaries, or special occasions. The cost 
is $100, and there is an optional fee of $10 to help us offset processing fees and the cost of flowers. You 
may mail a check or handle the cost online at ghtc.org/give. 

Today’s Worship Participants 
The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Preacher & Celebrant 

The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon 
Andrew Peacock, Lector 

The Season of Easter 
This is a period of fifty days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday. Each Sunday of the season is treated as a Sunday of 
Easter, and the Sundays that follow the Resurrection. Easter Sunday and Pentecost correspond to pre-existing Jewish 
feasts: The first day of Pesach and the holiday of Shavu'ot. This season is also called Paschal Time because Easter is the 
Christian Passover. We return to Rite II liturgy with its common language and take the confession out just for this season as 
we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection.  The color white is seen in our church hangings and in the clergy’s vestments and the 
Paschal Candle is used. “Easter sets the experience of the springtime next to the ancient stories of deliverance and the 
proclamation of the risen Christ.” 

Source: An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church – Armentrout & Slocum 2000 pg. 157 
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Complimentary Sunday Parking Instructions at VCU W. Main Street Parking Deck 

Validation Number: WM-1374 
Expiration date: 06/30/2025 
QR code only valid on Sundays. 

1. Enter the parking deck from N. Laurel Street or N. Cherry Street.

2. At the parking gate arm, press the button to receive a ticket.

3. Park in any available space in the deck.

4. After visiting Grace & Holy Trinity, exit the parking deck in your vehicle and scan your parking ticket into the machine at
the parking gate arm.

5. When the machine asks for payment, hold the QR code to the scanner.

6. The machine will scan the code, accept it as payment, and the parking gate arm will raise in order for you to exit.

*If you need assistance, press the “i” button at the gate and someone will assist remotely.

GHTC Staff: Name, Title 

The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon 
The Rev. Russ Kerr, Campus Minister 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist 
Stanley M. Baker, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist 
Abigail Stinnett, Children’s Choir Director 
Roland Boone, Sexton 
Tyler Brady, Communications Associate 
Lauren Frazier, Parish Administrator 
Barbara Hobson-Simpson, Receptionist 
Kathy Schultheis, Financial Administrator 

Ministry Focus 

Admin. | Liturgy | Formation 
Outreach | Pastoral Care 
Pace Center Student Engagement Coordinator 
Music | Choir | Liturgy 
Youth Instrumental Ensemble | Choir 
Children’s Choir 
Property 
Communications | Social Media | Printing 
Property Admin. | Pastoral & Clergy Support 
Doors | Phones | Welcome 
Admin. | Expenses | Pledges 

Phone Ext. 

Ext. 17 
Ext. 12 

Ext. 18 
Ext. 21 

Ext. 23 
Ext. 25 
Ext. 23 
Ext. 10 
Ext. 14 

We ask that you please take this bulletin with you and recycle it when you are finished. 

Grace & Holy Trinity Church 
8  N. Laurel Street, Monroe Park • Richmond, VA 23220 

(804) 359-5628
ghtc.org
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