
 

 

 

The Great Vigil & First Eucharist of Easter 
Year A 

Rite Two 

April 4, 2026 | 7:00 p.m. 

Welcome 
Welcome to Grace & Holy Trinity. We hope you will find a community here with us, whether you are a 

college student, Richmond newcomer, out-of-towner, or a long-time resident looking for a new church 
home. If you are visiting, please fill out the Connect Card from the Connect Table and place it in the 

offering plate during the service. A wonderful nursery staff is available from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
should you wish to drop off your young children (up to age 3) during worship. Changing tables are 

located in the family restroom in the choir room. A greeter can direct you. Information about 
complimentary Sunday parking can be found on the back of this bulletin.

 



About this Service 

The Great Vigil of Easter is the liturgy intended as the first and the primary celebration of Easter in the 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP), pages 284–295. It is also known as the Great Vigil. The service begins in 
darkness, sometime between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter, and consists of four parts:  

1.​ The Service of Light (kindling of new fire, lighting the Paschal Candle, the Exsultet);  
2.​ The Service of Lessons (readings from the Hebrew Scriptures interspersed with psalms, ​

​ canticles, and prayers);  
3.​ Christian Initiation (Holy Baptism) or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows;  
4.​ and the Eucharist.  

Through this liturgy, the BCP recovers an ancient practice of keeping the Easter feast. Believers would 
gather in the hours of darkness ending at dawn on Easter to hear scripture and offer prayer. This 
night-long service of prayerful watching anticipated the baptisms that would come at first light and the 
Easter Eucharist. Easter was the primary baptismal occasion for the early church to the practical exclusion 
of all others. This practice linked the meanings of Christ's dying and rising to the understanding​
of baptism. 

 

 

Release Statement 
Photographs and video of our services help keep our community connected and give visitors an idea of 
what to expect attending our church. If you do not want to be photographed or appear in our live and 
recorded services, please let an usher know so that you can be seated in an area that is not visible on 
camera in addition to letting the communications staff know.  
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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
Book of Common Prayer p. 285 

Weather permitting, the congregation gathers outside the front porch doors on North Laurel Street. ​
Members may also sit in the Church in anticipation of the procession of the Paschal Candle. 

In the silence and darkness, the fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant addresses the people in these words.  

Celebrant​ Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over ​
​ ​ ​ from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to ​
​ ​ ​ gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his ​
​ ​ ​ Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in Christ’s victory over death. 

Celebrant​ Let us pray. 

​ ​ ​ O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your ​
​ ​ ​ light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with ​
​ ​ ​ heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; ​
​ ​ ​ through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lit from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon bearing the Candle, leads the procession to 
the Chancel, pausing three times while the Cantor is chanting, 

 
At the second and third pause, the Versicle and Response is sung successively higher. 

After the Paschal Candle is placed in its stand, candles are lit throughout the congregation, as acolytes carry a flame 
from the Paschal Candle down the center aisle. The Cantor, standing near the Paschal Candle, sings the following 
proclamation of the resurrection, known as the Exsultet. All remain standing as you are able.  

The Exsultet​​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 286 

Brendan Landes, Cantor 

Cantor​ ​ Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation ​
​ ​ ​ for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with ​
​ ​ ​ a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. (continues on next page)
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​ ​ ​ Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with 
the praises of your people. 

 

Cantor​ ​ It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and ​
​ ​ ​ voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, ​
​ ​ ​ Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover ​
​ ​ ​ paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

​ ​ ​ This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in ​
​ ​ ​ Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

​ ​ ​ This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and ​
​ ​ ​ are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

​ ​ ​ This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious ​
​ ​ ​ from the grave. 

​ ​ ​ Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it ​
​ ​ ​ shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no ​
​ ​ ​ setting, find it ever burning – he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and ​
​ ​ ​ reigns for ever and ever.  

All​ ​ ​  

The Liturgy of The Word 
Celebrant​ Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how God saved God’s people in ​
​ ​ ​ ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

The congregation extinguishes their candles. Please be seated.  
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Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea​ Exodus 14:10–31; 15:20–21 

Lay Reader​ As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 
done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand 
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 
keep still." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them; and so I will gain  glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his  chariots, and his chariot drivers." The angel of 
God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army 
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the 
night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong  east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry 
land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into 
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch 
the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the 
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. 
The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 
Egypt." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon  the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians 
fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day 
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great 
work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed  in the 
Lord and in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in 
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​ ​ ​ her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam 
sang to them: "Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown 
into the sea." 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 8: The Song of Moses​ Exodus 15:1–6, 11–13, 17–18 | Book of Common Prayer p. 85 
Cantemus Domino 

Lay Reader​ I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; ​
​ the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.​
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; ​
​ the Lord has become my Savior.​
This is my God and I will praise him, ​
​ the God of my people and I will exalt him.​
The Lord is a mighty warrior; ​
​ Yahweh is his Name.​
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; ​
​ the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.​
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; ​
​ they sank into the depths like a stone.​
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; ​
​ your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.​
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? ​
​ who is like you, glorious in holiness,​
​ awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?​
You stretched forth your right hand; ​
​ the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; ​
​ with your might you brought them in safety to​
​ ​ your holy dwelling.​
You will bring them in and plant them ​
​ on the mount of your possession,​
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, ​
​ the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.​
The Lord shall reign ​
​ for ever and for ever. 
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Celebrant​ Let us pray. 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by 
the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for 
us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth 
may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Salvation Offered Freely To All​ Isaiah 55:1–11 

Lay Reader​ Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love 
for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to 
you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the 
LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way 
and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the 
snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

Hymn Paraphrase of Canticle 9​ “Surely It Is God Who Saves Me” The Hymnal 1982 #679 
Please stand as you are able and sing. 

Celebrant​ Let us pray.          

O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by 
your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth 
abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A New Heart and a New Spirit​ Ezekiel 36:24–28 

Lay Reader​ Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and 
gather you from  all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and you shall be  clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you,  and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will 
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a  heart of flesh. I will put my spirit 
within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my  ordinances. Then 
you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I  will 
be your God. 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

Hymn Paraphrase of Psalm 42​ “As Longs the Deer for Cooling Streams” The Hymnal 1982 #658 

Please stand as you are able and sing. 

Celebrant​ Let us pray.  

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Valley of Dry Bones​ Ezekiel 37:1–14 

Lay Reader​ The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to 
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but 
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open 
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your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 143​ ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 798  
Read responsively by whole verse.​ Domine, exaudi 

Lay Reader​ 1​ LORD, hear my prayer,​
​ And in your faithfulness heed my supplications;​
​ ​ answer me in your righteousness. 

All​ 2​ Enter not into judgment with your servant,​
​ ​ For in your sight shall no one living be justified. 

​ 3​ For my enemy has sought my life;​
​ he has crushed me to the ground;​
​ ​ He has made me live in dark places like those who​
​ ​ ​ are long dead.​
4​ My spirit faints within me;​
​ ​ My heart within me is desolate. 

​ 5​ I remember the time past;​
​ I muse upon all your deeds;​
​ ​ I consider the works of your hands.​
6​ I spread out my hands to you;​
​ ​ my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

​ 7​ O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me;​
​ ​ do not hide your face from me​
​ ​ or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. ​
8​ Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning,​
​ for I put my trust in you;​
​ ​ show me the road that I must walk,​
​ ​ for I lift up my soul to you. 

​ 9​ Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD,​
​ ​ ​ for I flee to you for refuge.​
​ 10​ Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God;​
​ ​ ​ let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
​ 11​ Revive me, O LORD, for your Name’s sake;​

​ ​ for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. ​
12​ Of your goodness, destroy my enemies​
​ and bring all my foes to naught,​
​ ​ for truly I am your servant.  
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Celebrant​ Let us pray. 

​ Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit 
the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Gathering of God’s People​ Zephaniah 3:14–20 

Lay Reader​ Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that 
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The 
LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with 
all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at 
the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of 
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 126​ ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 782  
Read responsively by whole verse.​ In convertendo 

Lay Reader​ 1​ When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ then were we like those who dream. 
All​ ​ ​ 2​ Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

​ and our tongue with shouts of joy.  
3​ Then they said among the nations, * 
​ ​ "The LORD has done great things for them."  
4​ The LORD has done great things for us, * 
​ ​ and we are glad indeed.  
5​ Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
​ ​ like the watercourses of the Negev.  
6​ Those who sowed with tears * 
​ ​ will reap with songs of joy.  
7​ Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
​ ​ will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
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Celebrant​ Let us pray. ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 291        

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast 
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The First Eucharist of Easter 
Please stand as you are able. 

The Easter Acclamation 

Celebrant​ Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
All​ The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

The bells sound, the Altar candles are lit, and the following hymn is sung by all. 

Pascha Nostrum​ “Christ our Passover” | Wonder, Love, and Praise #880​

 
(continues on next page) 
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The Collect of the Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 295 

Celebrant​ The Lord be with you. 
All​ ​ ​ And also with you. 

Celebrant​ Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir 
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being 
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with  you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

The Epistle​ ​ ​ Romans 6:3–11 

Lay Reader​ A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For 
if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Lay Reader​ The Word of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

The Great Alleluia​ The Hymnal 1982 S 70 

Brendan Landes, Cantor 
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Psalm 114​​ ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 756  
Read responsively by whole verse.​ In exitu Israel 

Lay Reader​ 1​ Hallelujah! 
​ ​ ​ ​ When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,​
All​ ​ ​ 2​ Judah became God's sanctuary * 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ and Israel his dominion. 

3​ The sea beheld it and fled; * 
​ ​ Jordan turned and went back. 
4​ The mountains skipped like rams, * 
​ ​ and the little hills like young sheep. 
5​ What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
​ ​ O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6​ You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
​ ​ you little hills like young sheep? 
7​ Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
​ ​ at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8​ Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
​ ​ and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

The Gospel​ ​ ​ Matthew 28:1–10 

Deacon​​ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All​ ​ ​ Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me." 

Deacon​​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
All​ ​ ​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily​​ ​ Madeleine Preston, Director of Formation 

Please stand as you are able. 

Book of Common Prayer p. 292 

Celebrant​ Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 
and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy 
Catholic Church. 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Celebrant​ Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
All​ I do.​   

Celebrant​ Do you believe in God the Father? 
All​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant​ Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
All​ I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Celebrant​ Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All​ I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  

Celebrant​ Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in​
the prayers? 

All​ I will, with God's help.  
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Celebrant​ Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to​
the Lord? 

All​ I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant​ Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
All​ I will, with God's help.  

Celebrant​ Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ? 
All​ I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant​ Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every​
human being? 

All​ I will, with God's help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

Celebrant​ May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his 
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People​ Form III | Book of Common Prayer p. 387 

Celebrant​ We continue with the Prayers of the People. Let us pray. 

Lay Reader​ Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
All​ ​ ​ That we all may be one. 

Lay Reader​ Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
All​ ​ ​ That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Lay Reader​ We pray for Mark, Gayle, and Mark, our own Bishops; Brent, Marissa, Steve,  and Jenny, our clergy; 
All​ ​ ​ That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Lay Reader​ We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially Donald, our 
president, and Abigail, our governor. 

All​ ​ ​ That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Lay Reader​ Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
All​ ​ ​ That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Lay Reader​ Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
All​ ​ ​ That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Lay Reader​ Give to the departed eternal rest, especially those named in our Easter Lily Memorials. 
All​ ​ ​ Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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Lay Reader​ We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
All​ ​ ​ May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Lay Reader​ Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Parish Prayer List 

The Collect at the Prayers​ Book of Common Prayer p. 395 

Celebrant​ O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Peace​ ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 360 

Celebrant​ The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All​ ​ ​ And also with you. 

Welcome & Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence​ Book of Common Prayer p. 376 
Celebrant​ Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
​ ​ ​ sacrifice to God.​ ​ – Ephesians 5:2 

To donate or pay your pledge, scan the QR code or visit ghtc.org/give. 

Offertory Anthem​ “With a Voice of Singing” | Martin Shaw 
Parish Choir 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Christ has risen! 
Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Christ has risen! 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 
The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 
O sing praises to the honour of his name, 

Make his praise to be glorious. 
With a voice of singing, declare ye this and let it be heard, Christ has risen! 

Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. Christ has risen! 
Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
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Doxology​​ ​ ​ The Hymnal 1982 #380 (vv. 3) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise him, all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving​ Eucharistic Prayer D | Book of Common Prayer p. 372 

Celebrant ​ The Lord be with you. 
All​ ​ ​ And also with you. 

Celebrant​ Lift up your hearts.  
All​ ​ ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All​ ​ ​ It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

Celebrant​ It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, ​
​ ​ ​ living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and​
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Sanctus & Benedictus       ​ The Hymnal 1982 S 128​
All sing. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant​ We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, 
so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  
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Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, 
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance​
of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this 
cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

All​ ​ ​ We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,​
​ ​ ​ and we pray to you, Lord our God; 

The Celebrant continues with the Prayer of Thanksgiving…  

Celebrant​ Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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Celebrant​ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer​ ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, ​
​ hallowed be thy Name, ​
​ thy kingdom come, ​
​ thy will be done ​
​ ​ on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. ​
And forgive us our trespasses, ​
​ as we forgive those ​
​ who trespass against us. ​
And lead us not into temptation, ​
​ but deliver us from evil. ​
For thine is the kingdom, ​
​ and the power, and the glory, ​
​ for ever and ever. Amen. 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
​ santificado sea tu Nombre, 
​ venga tu reino, 
​ hágase tu voluntad, 
​ ​ en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
​ como también nosotros perdonamos 
​ a los que nos ofenden. 
No nos dejes caer en tentación 
​ y líbranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
​ tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria, 
​ ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

The Breaking of the Bread ​ Book of Common Prayer p. 364 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem​ The Hymnal 1982 S 154 

 

Celebrant​ The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ ​
​ ​ ​ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Instructions 
Communion from the Common Cup or by intinction (dipping) is available from the altar stations. If you choose 
to intinct, after you receive the wafer, simply pinch the wafer between your thumb and index finger and hold it up 
near your face. This will signal for the intinction cup to be brought to you. You will dip the wafer yourself and 
then receive.  Communion by Common Cup is also available at the station at the back of the Church by the 
chapel double doors. Alternatively, communicants who receive the Bread may refrain from drinking from the 
Chalice; those who refrain from drinking from the Chalice are encouraged to cross their arms and to say “Amen” 
when the Chalice is offered. The full grace of the sacrament is communicated through the Bread.  

If you prefer to receive the sacrament while seated in the congregation, please raise your bulletin and the 
Eucharistic Ministers will bring the sacrament to you. For a gluten-free wafer, please bring a blue 
gluten-free card from the pew rack to the altar rail. If you do not wish to receive Communion, you may come 
forward for a blessing and indicate this by crossing your arms across your chest. 

 
Communion Hymn 1​ “I am the Bread of Life” | The Hymnal 1982 #335 

Communion Hymn 2​ “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” | The Hymnal 1982 #199 

Post-Communion Prayer​ Book of Common Prayer p. 366 
Please stand as you are able and say, 

Celebrant​ Let us pray.​
All​ ​ ​ Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food ​
​ ​ ​ of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for ​
​ ​ ​ assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your ​
​ ​ ​ Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the ​
​ ​ ​ work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ ​
​ ​ ​ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ​
​ ​ ​ ever. Amen. 

The Easter Blessing 

Celebrant​ May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of 
his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

​ ​ ​ May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make 
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.  

​ ​ ​ May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom ​
​ ​ ​ in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

​ ​ ​ And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among ​
​ ​ ​ you, and remained with you always. Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn​ “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” | The Hymnal 1982 #207 

The Dismissal​ ​ Henri-Frédéric Amiel & Book of Common Prayer p. 339 

Deacon​​ Friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel 
with us so be swift to love, make haste to be kind and go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

All​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ “Postlude Te Deum”| Jean Langlais 

Luke Brennan, Organist 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Madeleine Preston, Preacher 

The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Concelebrant 
The Rev. Marissa Sotos, Concelebrant 

The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist​

Luke Brennan, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist 
Sita Lewis & John Lewis, Acolytes 

Dougie Erikson, Mary Sabra Monroe, Lu Treadwell & Lisa Dawson, Altar Guild 
Chase Peak, Nick Sollog & Catherine Perrin, Chalice Bearers 

Brendan Landes, Cantor  
Judy Carlson, Phil Dawson, Elspeth McClelland, Susan Hankins, 

Mary Ann Blankenship, Chase Peak, Abigail Stinnett & Catherine Perrin, Lay Readers 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday begins the holiest week in Christianity as we journey to the Holy City with Jesus. We join the 
people greeting Jesus with palms on the Jerusalem road, then transition into reading the full Passion narrative of 
Jesus’ death.  Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper, as we gather around our altar table as Jesus 
did with his disciples. This service ends with the stripping of the altar, clearing our sacred space of ornate items in 
preparation for the starkness of Good Friday. Good Friday commemorates Jesus’ death as we move together 
through the liturgy of how Jesus' love was poured out for the whole world on the cross. The Stations of the 
Cross is another Good Friday tradition of walking and prayer where a group gathers in turn at fourteen stations, 
each commemorating an event in Jesus’ crucifixion. The Great Vigil is the first celebration of resurrection and 
takes place after sundown on Saturday. It gathers us in darkness before lighting a new fire, remembering the light 
of Christ that defeated death and darkness. We read scriptural stories of God’s salvation as this service moves 
from darkness (death) to new light (life), then celebrate the First Eucharist of Easter. Finally the Easter 
celebrations continue into Sunday morning, often with baptism and the flowering of the cross, reminding us that 
the instrument of Jesus’ death is also for us the Tree of Life. 
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Easter Lily Memorials 

James H. Foster 
Martha G. Foster 
Mary MacDowell 

The Rev. Dr. Edward Allen Coffey 
Lelia Holtzman Holloway 

Charles Thomas Holloway, Sr. 
Phyllis Hamilton Holloway 

Charles Thomas Holloway, Jr. 
Eric Caldwell Todd 
James H. Carlson 

Mary Whiddon Yance 
James Quinton Yance 

Miriam ReMine 
Jimmy ReMine 

Geoffrey Garrett Trego 
Merrily Brooks McNamara 
Selina Heyward McNamara 

Rieman McNamara 
Lois Walter 

Donald Brown 
Robert Scottow 

Dorothy Scottow 
Jesse Seal 
Emily Seal 

Ms. Martha Howell Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. George Howell Roberts 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Nicholas Sollog, Sr. 
Lt. Col. & Mrs. Carter Hopkins Cowan 

Mr. Arunah Prestley Chappell 
Mrs. Rose Chappell Cox 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hope Gillerlain, Sr. 
Mrs. Mary Stuart McGuire Gilliam 

Dr. Hunter Holmes McGuire 
Mrs. Catherine Skelton Bemiss McGuire 

Mr. William T. Reed Jr. 
Mrs. Mary Ross Scott Reed 

Mr. Frederic Scott Reed 
Dr. Hunter Holmes McGuire Jr. 

Tucker Grinnan 
Kate Grinnan 

Catherine Grinnan 
Harland Ehlers 
William Melcher 
John D. Davis 

Peter C. Coombs 
Edmund LaFayette Benson 

Anne Drewry Benson 
Walter Robert Taylor 

Nannie Hutchinson Taylor 
Edmund LaFayette Benson, Jr. 

Frances Taylor Benson 
Anne Benson Frye  

Ann Osterman Benson 
Edmund LaFayette Benson IV 
Dr. and Mrs. G. S. Fitz-Hugh 

George M. Fitz-Hugh 
Susan Harrison Fitz-Hugh 

Elizabeth Fitz-Hugh Morgan 
Janet Harrison Hinch 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Wright Harrison 
Dr. Isabella Harrison 

Mason T. New 
Mary Watt New 

Margaret Sanders 
Lee Sanders 

Betty Morton 
Fred Morton 
Ann Morton 
Jack Savage 
Mary Savage 

Fred McClelland 
Betty McClelland 
Robert Chaffin 

Thomas M. Deadmore 
Harry Burn 

Burgess Burn 
Michael Bradshaw 

Angus Powell 
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GHTC Staff: Name, Title 

The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Marissa Sotos, Assistant Priest 
The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon 
The Rev. Russ Kerr, Campus Minister 
The Rev. Jenny Montgomery, Priest Associate 
Luke Brennan, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist 
Tyler Brady, Communications Associate 
Theo Cole, Sexton 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist 
Lauren Frazier, Parish Administrator 
Barbara Hobson-Simpson, Receptionist 
Madeleine Preston, Director of Formation 
Kathy Schultheis, Financial Administrator 
Abigail Stinnett, Children’s Choir Director 

Ministry Focus 

Admin. | Liturgy | Pastoral Care 
Outreach | Communications | Liturgy 
Outreach | Pastoral Care 
Pace Center Student Engagement Coordinator 
Worship | Parish Life 
Youth Instrumental Ensemble | Choir 
Communications | Media | Printing 
Property 
Music | Choir | Liturgy 
Property Admin. | Pastoral & Clergy Support 
Doors | Phones | Welcome 
Children & Youth | Newcomers | Volunteers 
Admin. | Pledges | Stewardship | Realm 
Children’s Choir 

Phone Ext. 

Ext. 17 
Ext. 16 
Ext. 12 

Ext. 21 
Ext. 25 

Ext. 18 
Ext. 23 
Ext. 10 
Ext. 15 
Ext. 14 

Pastoral Care Phone Number 
A Pastoral Care Line is now active for parishioners experiencing a pastoral emergency when the church office is 
closed. The on-call number is (804) 322-3758. Voice and text messages can be left at this number. A pastoral care 
team member will respond soon. 

Copyright 
All music and words are printed with permission. CCLI copyright license # 2473646. Permission to podcast stream the music in this service obtained 
from One License with license # A-701571. All rights reserved. Today’s scripture readings are appointed by the Revised Common Lectionary and are 
excerpted from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition (NRSVUE). Used by permission. All rights reserved. Lectionary selections are 
reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings ©2005. Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by 
permission. All rights reserved.
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